Lesson guidelines



1. (10 mins) 
Books closed

Elicit words for family, as many as you can. Use a family tree “activity” to get them thinking about the relationships of people, especially extended families. Draw an example of a family tree on the board.
2. (5 mins) 
Books open

Take the 5 words in the book from the list you have and check they understand the meaning, then give the students time to complete exercise A on Page 28. Discuss B with the class.

3. (10 mins) 
Books closed/open

Elicit as many words as you can for special occasions. Create two lists on the board, one for “family-related” and one for “non family-related” – e.g. religious, school, etc. Put into groups of 4 to discuss these different occasions and what is special and/or stressful about them. Allow about 5 minutes for students to tell the class what they think. Reveal the fact on Page 28. Do they agree?

4. (10 mins) 
Books open

Ask students to look at the cards on Page 28. Have them complete exercise 2C. Do they use cards in their country? Ask the class the questions in exercise 2D. If they don’t use cards, what do they use? Are cards important or just a waste of money and resources? Now ask for a meaning to each of the words listed in 2E. Once done, give them a minute to complete the exercise.

5. (10 mins) 
Books closed

In pairs, ask students to describe what they think an ‘ideal’ family is. How many of them think the same – what are the most important elements to them?

6. (15 mins) 
Books open

First ask students to work in pairs and think of questions to ask about weddings; e.g. What is their purpose? Are they necessary? Are they a waste of money? Who should pay? Who does pay in their country? Get a class discussion going by asking students their questions and have other students answer. Finally have they attended any weddings? If yes, ask them to describe the wedding. What did or didn’t they like about it?

7. (10 mins) 
Books closed/open

Before doing the readings on Page 29 ask students about different weddings. Make a list on the board of different places to marry – Church, Registry Office, Beach, etc. Ask if htey have heard of “Destination Weddings”? Now ask students to read the two texts, then play the CD while they read a second time. 

BREAK 

8. (10 mins) 
Books open

If needed, re-read the text then ask students to complete exercises 3A and 3B on Page 29 and check. Working in pairs or groups of 4, let them discuss the 3 points in C. Walk around and ask each group to explain their thoughts to you or other groups.

9. (15 mins) 
Workbooks closed/open

Give examples of the Past Continuous and then elicit examples from the class, Ask them to find examples from the first text on Page 29 of the Past Continuous. They will see that it is often used in conjunction with the Past Simple. With Workbooks open at Page 52, complete exercises 1A to 1C. Exercise 1C should be an example of the past continuous, e.g. I was eating breakfast.

10. (10 mins) 
Books open

Ask students to look at the photos on Page 30 and describe what is happening in each. Is there a problem? Elicit as many household jobs as you can and make a list on the board. Who does which jobs in their house? Make a note of this beside the job on the board. Is this normal? Is it fair?

11.  (15 mins) 
Books open

First ask what they think the listening will be about, then what words they expect to hear? Play the CD and ask question B. Read the questions in C and make sure all are understood before playing the CD again once or twice. Have C completed and discuss the points in D as a class.

12. (5 mins) 
Books open

Ask the class to spend a few minutes discussing the Role Play on Page 30. Walk around and encourage, add words and listen.

13. (15 mins) 
Books open

Working in pairs and depending on the language level of your class, ask students to prepare a short presentation on one of the topics under Portfolio Writing on Page 53. This should use the Past Simple and Past Continuous. After about 8 minutes, ask some to present to the class and/or each other. Perhaps choose the ones with a more original topic content.

BREAK 

14. (10 mins) 
Books open

Ask students to turn to Language Bank 22 on Page 63. Using the language examples here, work in pairs to discuss the points in 6B on Page 30. Monitor and help.

15. (15 mins) 
Books open

Turn to Page 31 – The Family in English. Ask students to recap what the word family means to them, and then what the phrase nuclear family means. Have the text read aloud by some students and check for understanding. Look at the photos of the various types of “family”; do they agree that all these are “family”? If the group are old enough, ask if same sex couples are a good thing? Why? Why not? Have exercises A and B completed and then ask the class the questions in exercise C.

16. (10 mins)
Workbooks open

Intonation is important, e.g. rising for a question. Give examples. Play the CD for the Pronunciation on Page 53, and have exercises 4A to 4C completed. If time, also do exercises 3B and 3C for Vocabulary and check as a class

17.  (5 mins)
Books open

Ask students the questions on page 31 in 10 – Families, Hell or Happiness? Discuss as a class, asking them to explain their opinions. 

(30 mins) 
Oral Fluency and GESE preparation
For information on how best to structure this time, refer to the GESE preparation guidelines. Note that some students will not be taking a GESE exam and the time should be presented as oral fluency practice relevant to Trinity candidates rather than ‘exam preparation’. The work done in this half-hour can be done at any time, and does not have to be left to the end of the morning or afternoon.
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